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ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY. 


Vol. XIX. March 11,18^9. No. 5. 


Key. K. Main, President, in the Chair. 

John James Mellor, Esq., Kochdale, Lancashire f 
Charles Edward Smith, Esq., Fir Yale, near Sheffield ; 
Key. Frederick Burn Harvey, Great Berkhampstead; and 
James Clarke, Esq., 14 Park Koad, Dalston, 

were balloted for and duly elected Fellows of the Society. 


The late Director of the Radcliffe Observatory . 

The President, in rising to announce that the Astronomer 
Koyal was prepared to offer to the meeting an oral explanation 
of his elaborate paper on the Movement of the Solar System 
in Space, begged the indulgence of the meeting while he spoke 
a few words on a subject which he had no doubt was very near 
the hearts of all,—namely, the lamented and sudden death of their 
revered friend and member, Mr. Johnson, the Kadcliffe Observer 
at Oxford. He endeavoured in few words to point out those 
rare qualities of head and heart which rendered their departed 
friend so universally beloved and respected by all classes of men. 
To a keen and sagacious intellect sharpened by an originally good 
education, was added a power and a love of work, and a 
singular honesty of purpose in performing the duties of his 
office, which had raised himself, together with his observatory, 
to a more than European reputation; but to this was also added 
a kindliness of nature and a generosity of disposition which 
attracted the love as much as the respect of all who were in any 
way connected with him. He, the President, had been happy 
in securing the friendship of Mr. Johnson, and it was to him 
now a melancholy pleasure to be able to recall to memory 
occasional visits to the Kadcliffe Observatory, where, he had had 
the opportunity of seeing him in all the relations of life, in the 
bosom of his family, in his social intercourse with his friends, 
in his connexion with the university, as well as in his character 
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of an eminent astronomer. It is pleasant now to remember the 
respect and affection which was exhibited towards him. His 
love of art as well as of science, his knowledge of languages and 
extensive reading in many branches of literature, the unaffected 
and good-humoured readiness with which he could assimilate 
himself to the tastes of his various visitors and friends, these are 
qualities which could only be properly known and appreciated by 
visiting him in his own social and domestic circle, and as such 
it was pleasant now to dwell upon them. 

Before sitting down the President drew attention to the loss 
of distinguished and eminently useful members that the Society 
had experienced within a comparatively few years. Beginning 
with Francis Badly, who had well been called the father of the 
Society, it had had at short intervals to deplore the loss by 
death of such men as Galloway, Stratford, Sheepshanks, Paper, 
and others of almost equal value. In addition to these there 
were others who, as time went on, were obliged from necessary 
considerations of health and other circumstances to assist less 
frequently at our Councils, though they were still ready to lend 
the Society their best help and support on all emergencies. 
Yet the Society had good cause to be thankful that these losses, 
great as they are, have been in a great degree compensated by 
the zeal and activity of the younger members, who, according to 
the natural law, spring up to supply the places of those with¬ 
drawn from it. He had no fear for the Society while its 
members continued to be actuated by the same love for science 
and the same interest in its welfare which had thus far been \ 
exhibited. Let each in his own degree add his mite; let him 
do, however little, what is in his power to advance astronomical 
science, and to confirm and extend the operations of the Society^ 
and there would be no fear that the future would not be as 
honourable as the past, and that the Society would not continue 
to retain that respect and consideration which it had already 
won for itself. 

The Astronomer Boyal, before commencing what he had to 
say on the subject of his paper, referred to the remarks of 
the President on the respect and love universally paid to 
their regretted member, Mr. Johnson, and recalled to the. 
recollection of the members, how this was illustrated during 
a time of discord in the Society, arising from the disputed 
claims of Adams and Le Verrier to the medal for the dis¬ 
covery of the planet Neptune . In this contest Mr. Johnson 
advocated the claims of Le Verrier with all the impetuous 
generosity which characterised him, and supported his opinions 
with considerable heat, and yet it was remarkable that every 
member went* away with a greater respect and regard for 
him, even though opposed to his opinions, than they entertained 
before. 
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